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LOCALITY: Bellara, Banksia 
Beach, White Patch, Welsby
Bellara,	Banksia	Beach,	White	Patch	and	Welsby	
are located on the western side of Bribie Island 
(Figure	1).	They	are	separated	from	the	mainland	
by	the	Pumicestone	Passage	and	backed	by	the	
Bribie	Island	National	Park	on	the	eastern	part	of	
the	localities.	White	Patch	is	connected	to	Banksia	
Beach	via	Wrights	Creek	bridge.	

Sylvan Beach runs along the Bellara foreshore 
with	a	number	of	parks	spread	along	the	beach.	
The	land	uses	for	both	Bellara	and	Banksia	Beach	
are	mostly	residential	and	canal	estates.	Banksia	
Beach	also	features	Kakadu	Beach	Bird	Sanctuary	
which is an important high-tide refuge site for 
endangered migratory and local birds. The majority 
of White Patch is undeveloped land being within 
the	Bribie	Island	National	Park.	The	shoreline	along	
Bellara	and	Banksia	Beach	has	existing	vegetated	
foreshore and sections of additional protection 
works	including	seawalls	and	revetments.	
Revetment walls are present along the canal estate 
waterfront areas.

Assets	that	may	be	at	risk	if	mitigation	actions	are	
not maintained or upgraded include the public 
foreshore infrastructure, the access road, some 
private assets, and the sandy beach. Low-lying 
areas and canal systems may also be increasingly 
exposed to tidal, storm tide and co-incidental 
flooding	in	the	future.	Low-lying	areas	may	be	at	
risk	from	long	term	inundation	hazards.	

The present day adaptation response for Bellara, 
Banksia	Beach,	White	Patch	and	Welsby	is	to	
continue	to	actively	manage	coastal	hazard	risk	and	
begin preparations for additional hazard mitigation 
and potential transition of the foreshore land use in 
the future.

The adaptation pathway includes a focus on 
maintenance	of	existing	shoreline	protection	works,	
reviewing the pathway over time and considering 
future	alternatives	including	new	protection	works	
for	critical	assets	(Table	1).	Region-wide	actions	
also apply where relevant to these localities.

Locality summaries

Figure 1.  Bellara, Banksia Beach, White Patch and Welsby

Pumicestone Passage
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Table 1.   Bellara, Banksia Beach, White Patch and Welsby 
adaptation pathway

0.3m 0.8m

Sea level rise projections

Present day 2050 2100

Adaptation response     Actively manage     Actively manage Transition and change

Adaptation Actions

Region-wide initiatives to 
enhance custodianship As	per	region-wide	actions	identified	in	Living Coast Plan Table	35.

Planning As	per	region-wide	actions	identified	in	Living Coast Plan Table	35.

Maintaining and improving 
infrastructure As per region-wide actions, including:

Increasing infrastructure 
resilience

Investigate White Patch level 
of sevice in terms of access 
(bridge)	and	services.	

Work	with	the	Queensland	
Government and utility 
providers to investigate the 
impact of coastal hazards 
on the serviceability of Bribie 
Island Bridge. 

For bridges over canals 
investigate the ability to 
maintain	marine	trafficability.	

Implement bridge upgrades or 
renewal	(if	necessary).

Environmental protection, 
maintenance and 
enhancement

As per region-wide actions, including:

Environmental enhancement Coastal	management	plans	for	the	protection	of	highly	valued	environmental	areas	and	significant	
habitat.

Coastal engineering and 
nature-based As per region-wide actions, including:

Living shorelines

Undertake	environmental	
enhancement and vegetation 
maintenance along the Bellara 
Foreshore and White Patch.

If environmental enhancement 
and vegetation maintenance 
does not achieve the expected 
level of service, consider hybrid 
or other solutions.

Review pathway options and 
establish trigger for change of 
pathway.

Review pathway options.

Coastal engineering As per region-wide actions, including:

Coastal hazard protection 
works

Review and implement the 
Shoreline Erosion Management 
Plan.

Implement seawall prioritisation 
works	at	Solander	Esplanade	
and Sylvian Beach Esplanade 
(Bellara	Foreshore	Project).

Develop concept designs for 
upgrading	seawalls	(Bellara	
only).

If triggered, upgrade seawalls 
and maintain seawall 
infrastructure	(if	applicable).

If water levels at canal estate 
are too high too often by 2100, 
undertake	feasibility	study	for	
potential tidal barrier for canal 
estates.
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